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Greetings Fellow Veterans

The latter part of July was a
busy time for Mary and |. We
took in the 2008 Métis Cultural
Festival Lower Mainland, where
I was honoured to be asked to
offer the Métis Prayer during
the opening ceremonies. It was
a very enjoyable weekend with
lots of music, jigging, good
entertainment and excellent

food.

=
L to R: MNBC President
Bruce Dumont, Senator St.
Germain and MNBC-VC
Chair Walter Koenders

We met many new people.
Senator and Mrs. St. Germain
have a beautiful property for
such an event and are gracious
Host & Hostess.

The Senator was presented
with a sash for his Great grand-
son which he proceeded to
place around his tiny waist. He
was one proud little boy.

Bev Lambert
Katernick

& Brittaney
jigging for the
crowds at the Metis Cultural
Festival

The next event we took in
was Back to Batoche Days.

I was an honoured participant
of the opening parade for
Back to Batoche Days where |
very proudly carried the BC
Provincial Flag.

There were Canadian Métis,
WWII, Korean and Vietnam

Preparing for the opening
parade at Batoche

Veteran participants from both
the Canadian Armed Forces
as well as Canadian Métis
who served in the U.S. Forces
proudly marching and
carrying colors with the Flag
Party during the opening
ceremonies.

The facilities there were
excellent for camping, a big
grassy field, food booths,
showers, lots of picnic tables
(new this year), a huge
building with bleachers, a
large stage with a dance
platform, and also an area
with fresh sod where you
could bring your own chairs
and watch the performers.
Electrical hook-ups were
available for a nominal fee, for
those travellers requiring it. A
$25.00 per person entry fee
for the whole weekend was
the cost of admission. Free
admission to the Batoche
Museum and complimentary
guided tour onboard a horse

drawn wagon to view the
historical sites of Batoche was
available for all to enjoy.

This year on Saturday & Sun-
day there was a small rodeo
with mini Chariots and Chuck
wagons, Broncos, Bull riders,
Calf roping and Barrel racing.
Going on at the same time was
fiddle, dancing and singing
competitions.

| have nothing but praise for the
Métis Local that ran the event
this year. They had the water
tested and found it was not
drinkable, so the whole week-
end they had water trucked in.
Special thanks must also go to
the Central Urban Métis
Federation Group, who fed the
Elders breakfast and supper for
3 days. Most of these people
were older than the Elders they
were serving. One of the
Ladies who had to be 80 plus
years old; made and fried
bannock from 5:30 in the
morning till closing, sometimes
running out. We also had tacos
in a bag, you should try it!

| am so honoured to have been
able to represent the MNBC
Veterans at two Métis festivals,
one here in Surrey BC and in
Saskatchewan.

Walter Koenders & Bruce
Dumont at Batoche
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Back to Batoche Days...... as seen thru the Koenders c amera lens
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MNBC-VC were invited by President/Officer

Commanding of the BC Aboriginal Veterans and
Serving Members Association and Cdr. C.J. Hargeaves,
Commandant, Canadian Forces Fleet School
Esquimalt, to attend the Raven Aboriginal Youth
Employment Program, graduation August 28th at the
Canadian Forces Fleet School.

The Métis Flag is proudly carried by Oake The youth program includes Métis, 1st Nations and Inuit

Haggith, grandson of Marlene and Art Lefe- graduates who have worked very hard to complete the

ver (Veterans' vice chairman, service offi- program.

cer. region .1 veterans Representatlve), L to R MNBC-VC, Vice-chair A. The MNBC-VC wishes all graduates the best of luck in

The Canadian flag bearer is Marlene , . .

Lefever Lefever, Women's Rep. B. Hulme their future endeavours and look forward to attending

' and Chairman W. Koenders next years graduation ceremonies.
. . y
Service Officers’ Corner it $7% &

As Métis Veterans’ Service Officer, | am searchfogany WW |l Veterans that served overseas, antk#n Veterans who
served overseas from 1950 to 1953. Any of the \detementioned, who did not receive any compensafpmn return and

discharge, from the services, were eligible t@iex benefits under the Veteran's Land Act. (aglatland, education fund, or
cash payout) This also includes widows of vetethas did not receive anything. Please contact imeetlly, with your Veteran

regimental number and the name of the unit senigd w

Payouts to veterans of nuclear tests

Ottawa to compensate Canadian veterans of nugsir and reactor cleanups. About 1,000 payou$24f000 each will go to
both living veterans and the estates of dead Canastildiers who participated in U.S. nuclear testhe mid-20th century and
who helped decontaminate the Chalk River nucleactos after 1952 and 1958 accidents. Please domtadirectly or call
Veterans Affairs at 1 866 522-2122
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News & Updates by Region

Region 1 A.Lefever

Vancouver Island

These two pictures are region 1 report.

Ken is currently very busy campaigning in
his region. So in recognition of his families
contributions we offer a photo taken at the
Batoche Museum of one of his Métis
ancestors contributions.

Raven graduation ceremony was attended
by Walter Koenders, Art Lefever, Barbara
Hulme. Also in first picture is the newly
elected, Vancouver Island Regional
Representative Lissa Smith.

2nd picture is Art, Walter and President
of BC Aboriginal Veterans Richard
Blackwolf.

Region 2 K.Fisher

Lower Mainland

Region 3 E.Parenteau

Thompson Okanagan

It has been very busy at home this past
few weeks, with out of town visitors and
canning season.

Over the past few weeks, we have passed
along several applications for Veteran
Committee membership, made referrals to
our regional MNBC Citizenship
representative, and been in contact with
VAC for Veteran referrals and on
information seeking missions. Not to
mention, assisting in any way in the
preparing for the upcoming Métis Veterans
meeting in September.

I would like to extend my congratulations
to our newly acclaimed Region 3 Director,
Bob Trumbley; looking forward to his
representation of our region, and future
association with our Veterans Committee.

As a closing for my report, | would like to
encourage any Métis Veterans who will be
in the Kelowna area during the MNBC
AGM to stop by and make yourselves
known to the MNBC Veterans Committee
executive and members present, also
check out the Veterans Committees
display booth.

Region 4 G.McGregor
Kootenay

The weather is fine in the Kootenays. The
second half of the summer has been
somewhat busy for me as Region 4 Métis
Veteran Representative. In early August |

attended a memorial service for our
Regional Director's son in Creston to pay
our respects.

Also in August, | attended a Forum
Meeting in Cranbrook where | gave a talk
on the Métis Veterans Committee; and |
also attended a Métis Dinner and
gathering in Trail.

Over the past month | have passed along
several Métis Veteran membership
applications and look forward to the
possibility of three new Métis Veteran
members from the Trail and Nelson areas.

Hopefully | will be able to get to the other
Region 4 communities in October and
November.

Region 5 S.Dotchain

North Central

This summer has been quiet in Prince
George. Unusual summer weather
patterns have forced cancellation of some
Métis events and we are seeing signs of
an early fall.

My local Métis Community has brought a
new face to the Presidents chair. | look
forward to working with the new president,
Tom Spence, on any Métis Veteran issues
that may arise during his term of office. |
also would like to encourage any of the
chartered communities in the North
Central Region 5 requiring Veteran related
assistance to contact myself or direct any
inquiries to the MNBC Veterans
Committee.

Region 6 A.Anderson

Northwest

On August 16" | had the privilege to attend
the 1°* Annual Northwest Métis
Association, Métis Summer Gathering.
The children played games outside and
the adults were able to have coffee or tea
and relax.

MNBC Regional Director and Minister for
Métis Veterans, Rene Therrien, along with
several fiddle players, guitarists, singers
and even a banjo-less banjo player
entertained the gathering with the
wonderful sounds of Métis music through-
out the afternoon as everyone socialized.
The Northwest Métis Association with
helpers from Smithers and Terrace set out
a lovely baked salmon and barbecued
bison dinner. A good time was had by all
and they are planning to make this an
annual gathering.

Northeast Region 7

Vacant Position
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MNBC Veterans Committee

905-1130 West Pender St.
Vancouver BC V6E4A4

Phone: 1-800-940-1150
1-604-801-5853
Fax: 1-604-801-5097

MNBC-VC Secretary
2833 Creighton Valley Rd.,
Cherryville, BC VOE2G3

Serving Métis Veterans of BC

We're coming to the web!

Watch for us at:
www.MNBC.ca

+ *

#0 1 I'# & # 112
3 (4 3
5 # 1'% $"#% &!
6 # - * "HI&TH2! |
8 ( ,# 1'% $"#% &!
0 9", # ( * I'H&TT#2$
( 3

%; 1'% $"#% &!

i1 2"&H# $HT 7%
4 3 4

; * I"#1&7#2! !

< <( * *

&- 8 I"# 1&H#&

16 "#$2 #7 12

2, I'#2 &# $!

<

7, 5 =
8 8 , (5

(

Métis Veterans at the MNBC Annual General Meeting

MNBC Veterans will be seen

This year’s raffle will include a  what the Métis Veterans

performing several functions this carving generously donated by Committee is all about.

year at the annual general
meeting. We will be marching
in the flags during the opening

ceremonies, performing Dumont from creating small hand carved

Scout duties during the general
meeting and social events, as
well as providing an information
booth, with a variety of our
catalogue items on display and
available for purchase. We will
also be hosting an “In-House
Draw” at our booth to help raise
funds for the various operations
of the Veteran Committee.

North Okanagan Métis
Woodcarver, Larry Penner.
Larry’s woodcarving skills range

caricatures, fashion items,
ornately carved walking canes,
majestic busts of Eagles, to
scenic relief carved panels.

Please remember to stop by our
display booth, check out our
merchandise, participate in our
fundraising draw and find out
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