A lot has happened since
our last Newsletter. In
October Senator Edkins,
President Dumont and
Myself as well as
representatives from
Mid-Island and Cowichan
Valley Communities
attended the "Feast" at
Vancouver Island
University. This Event was
to welcome the First year
students to The Aboriginal
Studies

Program. This is also the
first year that there has
been a Métis involved in
the instructional program.
Métis Elder Margaret
Sloan.

Resident Elder Geraldine
Manson from Snuney-
muxw First Nation
welcomed all assembled,
to their Territory.
Geraldine and Ray Peter
from Cowichan First
Nation along with Walter

Aboriginal Studies.

We have had several
invitations to events that
due to the Weather. We
have been unable to
attend. The Port Alberni
Local invited us to their
Xmas Dinner. After two
delays the Mid-Island
Local had their Dinner
which we did attend. We
had to decline two
invitations to events in
Victoria. North Island
Métis have invited us to
their Election of officers
and Dinner at the end of

Koenders gave the openin¢February. It is very

prayers.

important to get to these
Events as each time we

to all the Presidents
assemble there.
Entertainment was
supplied by Local talent.

The Committee was
requested to supply the
Flag party and the Dumont
Scout for the MNGA in
Richmond. Due to limited
funding we used some of
the Veterans who were
already there to do double
duty.

On Sunday February 1st
Mary and | attended the
Chinese New Years
Parade. It was wet and
cold, a Métis Veteran
Charles Davies carried the
Métis Flag. Veterans from
The Chinese Veterans as
well as the B.C Aboriginal

Veterans took part. Lunch
was served after the
Parade with the Lt.
Governor in attendance.

| also took the opportunity have attended one there
at this time to present is a new Member signing
President Dan McDonald up. We also were invited
of Mid-Island Community to the MNC Meet and
with the Walking Stick that Greet dinner in Victoria
was the prize on our draw which we were able to

at the AGM. Dan is also an attend. Our Minister
instructor at the University, Lissa Smith made sure
he is involved in the that we were introduced

Looking forward to our
Meeting on Feb 20 - 22. |
hope we have time to
attend some of the
interesting Elders events.

MNBC VETERANS COMMITTEE
EXECUTIVE MEETING

FEBRUARY 20TH & 21ST, 2009

HARRISON HOTSPRINGS, BC
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Vancouver Island University FEAST

Walter & Mary Koenders

Walter Koenders, along with
Bruce Dumont & Alan Edkins
attended a ceremony to promote
Métis Awareness at VIU where
Mid Island Métis Nation Elder
Margaret Sloan has been retained
to teach Métis History & Culture
under the Aboriginal Studies

Program

Senator Edkins

Resident Elder Geraldine Manson from Snuneymux
First Nation welcomed all assembled, to their Teri
Geraldine and Ray Peter from Cowichan First Natimg
with Walter Koenders Chairman Métis Veteransnguot-
tee gave the opening prayers.

Dr Leslie King Vice-President of Vancouver alstl
University welcomed all and praised the work tha Elders
are doing. Praise was also given to Douglas Blancfa all
the effort he put into arranging the Gathering e totluck
Feast and the fine entertainment that followedsi €Compton
& Winston Wuttunee were of great assistance to @&
Douglas by seeing that the food was supplied aadchdil set
up. Thanks also to all the fine cooks and those dboated
food.

Leslie & Douglas

Entertainers included Ed
Peekakoot, Bev Lambert, Melissa
Hall, Laura Langstaff, Winston
Wuttunee and One Savage Bro.

Ed on fiddle, Bev jigging

Métis Veterans Participate at Youth Capote Workshop

Kootenay Region 4 Métis Veterans Gordon Mc@reand MNBC Senator,
Métis Veteran Bob Adams along with a group of Mgtisith attended Capote
making workshop sponsored by the Nelson and AreissNi®mmunity.

A great time was had by all. It is wonderful
to see the enthusiasm of the youth and their

quest
heritage.

to find out more about their Métis
At our local high school there are

about 60 youth involved in the Aboriginal and

Métis program.

Gordon McGregor

Senator Adams




News & Updates by Region

VIP services.

Directed several families to

, , Métis Citizenship applications
Attended the MNGA in Rich-

mond on 23 Jan. Saturda
morning we took part as the flag
bearers for the Grand Entry. Fla
party was Sergeant at Arms Al
Lefever, flag bearers Irene Flet
Bill Bresser, Walter Koenders
Barbara Hulme, Garry Martin
Fiddler was Rene Therrien.

I will be attending the electiong
and Meétis Days celebration ir

Campbell River on Sat. 28
February. If anyone would like
to attend contact me a

250 616-0602.

Supported many Métis persons
when resources were needed.

Been proud to share our Métis
History with anyone interested .

NO REPORT AVAILABLE AT
THIS TIME
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Report of My Activities to Date:
These past few months we hav
had to decline and/or cance Attended:
several  invitation to Métis Annual MNBC general meeting,
meetings, event and functions ir
our region due to health issue:
and environmental events.

One funeral

Two meetings in Cranbrook,

We have: Trail and Nelson

Flag raising ceremony at

Circulate 20 plus Veteran .y o0k High School.

membership applications

Circulated 20 associate

membership applications Métis) with referral regarding

cancer from high radiation.
Assisted 9 Métis Veterans with

inquiries directed at VAC and/or | have been talking to Kootenay

communities about having

| have assisted a veteran (non

representation at November™1

Remembrance Day. Golden and
Nelson does it now, the rest will

be doing it for next year.

With the distances in the
Kootenays it is almost
impossible to go to all the

communities in the winter (bad
roads and road closures)

| have given out about 5
application forms.

| have been seling MNBC
Veterans’ merchandise, books,
mugs, hats, and bags as a
fundraiser for our committee.

| have been in touch with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars in
Spokane regarding Métis
representation at the funeral for
the last Canadian veteran from
the First World War. Apparently
the veteran is 107 and still doing
well for his age.

)+

It has been a quiet winter for us.
| attended the Louis Riel event
in our community on November
16". | have been attending
various Métis gatherings

promoting Meétis Veteran

awareness and our merchandise.

NO REPORT AVAILABLE AT
THIS TIME.

/ 1

NO REPORT AVAILABLE AT
THIS TIME



METIS VETERANS WOMEN REP 2008 REPORT Barb Hulme

Since being one the Committee, | workshop on children and families on in remembrance of Métis Veterans.
have attended the monthly Métis behalf of my community and there This wreath was laid by Bruce
Nation of Greater Victoria pot lucks too it was acknowledged that | was ¢ Pumont, President of MNBC and
and have told the members of my member of the Veteran's Standin¢ Myself at the cenotaph on the grounds
community about the Veteran's Committee. | attended the MNBC Of the BC Legislative Building in
Committee and have made AGM and was part of the Veteran's Victoria. Another representative was
applications available to the Flag party. part of another Remembrance Day
community at the pot lucks. About 10 service in Esquimalt.

licat h b ; £l | attended the Canadian Force ]
appiications nave been given out. 1., sored RAVEN aboriginal youth | attended along with other members

meet regularly with the youth in m . ' -

commun%t gut not s )écificall ir? program  graduation at CFB e T eaiee & M e
Y P Y N Esquimalt along with the Pres. ancdinner for a delegation from the

my role as a veteran. V/iPres of the MNBC Veteran's Métis National Council.

| attended the spring Vancouver Standing Committee. | attended a gathering of

Association meeting on behalf of my National Aboriginal Veteran's community who had been a member

community and it was acknowledged - : . of the militarv at one time
that | was a member of the Veteran's ASS0ciation Christmas dinner. Y

Standing Committee as well. | purchased and was reimburse:
| attended the MNBC sponsored for a Remembrance Day wreath laic

MNBC Veterans Committee New Region 7 Representative

The Veterans committee is please Garry is very proud of his Métis
to announce the appointment of Veteran heritage and the Veterans
Garry Martin as our new Region 7 Committee is looking forward to
interim Regional Representative. Garry's contributions to our

committee and having representation

Garry is an associate member of ) |
in the Northeast Region.

the Veterans Standing Committee, a
Métis Citizen, the current President
of the Hudson-Hope Métis

Community and hails from a long

family line of Métis Veterans.

MNBC VETERANS COMMITTEE
REPORT

We currently have 33 regular
members.

There are 3 associate members to e
approved at the AGM in February

09. .
MNBC Veterans Committee Sergeant At Arms poses \WIKBC

Veterans Minister and MNGA Flag Party .

R to L: A. Lefever, G. Martin, B.Hulme, Minister $ttm W. Koenders, |. Flett & H.
Bresser.




Service Officer Report Art Lefever

AGENT ORANGE EX-GRATIA Defence Peter MacKay, please call nuclear reactor in Chalk River,

PAYMENT APPLICATIONS VAC toll free at Ontario in 1952-53 or 1958. For
As of August 1, close to 8,000 1-866-522-2122 more information on the program or

applications were distributed for THE DEADLINE FOR tlo_ gpoplg,_ gagl 3D2|% gaz '
ex-gratia payments related the APPLICATIONS IS 01 APRIL YOU MUST APPLY '
testing of unregistered US Military 2009 '

herbicides, ir)cluding agent orange, ATOMIC VETERANS If you have a medical con(_j!tion
at Canadian Forces Base RECOGNITION PROGRAM believed to be related to military
Georgetown in 1966 and 1967. A service, or if you are receiving a
total of 2,524 applications were An ex-gratia payment of $24,000 medical/disability pension and
received and 1,586 cheques issued. will be issued to Canadian military haven't been checked in the last
Veterans who participated in nu- few years you are probably losing
clear weapons testing in the US, out on receiving money that you are
Australia, or the South Pacific from entitled to. Call VAC at
the end of the Second World War to 1-866-522-2122 and ask to be
1963, or assisted in re-examined.

decontamination work at the

To get an application or information
about the $20,000 ex-gratia
payment announced last year by
Veteran’'s  Affairs Minister Greg

Thompson and Minister of National

Message from MNBC Minister Responsible for Veterans Lissa Smith

Tansi,

It has been an honour and privilege to workhasMinister of Veteran's over the past four manth

The MNBC Veterans Committee has been facek @hitllenges over the 2008/2009 fiscal year. Theifig allo-
cation that has been provided to the Veterans Ctieenhas been significantly reduced, resultinghiallenges to
recruit membership and hold regular committee mgstiNevertheless, the Métis Veterans Committeetaisnued
to make efforts to move forward with assistancenffdNBC.

To date, MVC has been able to utilize the MINBentral Registry to amend the Métis CitizenshgndCapplica-
tion form to include a space for Métis Veteranssédf identify. Furthermore, when a Métis Veterarnvésified
through the Central Registry, a specific Veteramsker will be placed on their card. The MVA hasoateen the
membership triple in the last year alone, and istinaally looking for innovative ways to reach Mg&Weterans
throughout BC. A monthly newsletter has been creatieich has been circulated to members and to thésNChar-
tered Communities.

Throughout the remainder of the fiscal ytlae, Métis Veterans will continue to increase mershigrand search
for additional revenue sources. The MVC will bediod) their next meeting at the upcoming MNBC Eldéonfer-
ence February 822" 2009 and is hoping to identify more Métis Vetexan

| truly look forward to meeting the Veteramemmittee at our meeting in Harrison and contindimgssist in any
way | can.

In Spirit,
Lissa Smith, Minister of Veteran'’s

Region 1 Director, (Vancouver Island, Gulf Islaresl Powell River)



The Bag Lunches Unknown Author

| put my carry-on in the luggage compart-  Picking up ten bag lunches, she headec seated about six rows in front of me
ment and sat down in my assigned up the aisle to where the soldiers were reached out his hand, wanting to shake
seat. It was going to be a long flight. 'I'm seated. She stopped at my seat ancmine. He left another twenty-five dollars
glad | have a good book to read Perhaps asked, 'Which do you like best - beef or i n m vy p al m
will get a short nap, | thought ¢ h i ¢ k e n 2?2 '
When we landed | gathered my belong-
Just before take-off, a line of soldiers 'Chicken,' | replied, wondering why she ings and started to deplane. Waiting just
came down the aisle and filled all the asked. She turned and went to the front inside the airplane door was a man who
vacant seats, totally surrounding me. | of plane, returning a minute later with a stopped me, put something in my shirt
decided to start a conversation. 'Where dinner plate from first class. 'This is your pocket, turned, and walked away without
are you headed?' | asked the soldier t h a n k S ' saying a word. Another twenty-five
seated nearest to me. d o} I I a r S !
After we finished eating, | went again to
Petawawa. We'll be there for two weeks the back of the plane, heading for the rest Upon entering the terminal, | saw the
for special training, and then we're being room. A man stopped me. 'l saw what soldiers gathering for their trip to the
deployed to Afghanistan you did. | wantto be part of it. Here, base. | walked over to them and handed
take this." He handed me twenty-five them seventy-five dollars. ‘It will take

After flying for about an hour, an an- d o] I I a r S . you some time to reach the base. It will
nouncement was made that bag be about time for a sandwich. God Bless
lunches were available for five dollars. It Soon after | returned to my seat, | saw the Y 0 u '

would be several hours before we reachec Flight Captain coming down the aisle,

the east, and | quickly decided a lunch looking at the aisle numbers as he Ten young men left that flight feeling the

would help pass the time.. walked, | hoped he was not looking for love and respect of their fellow travel-
me, but noticed he was looking at the ers. As | walked briskly to my car, |

As | reached for my wallet, | overheard numbers only on my side of the whispered a prayer for their safe re-

soldier ask his buddy if he planned to buy plane. When he got to my row he turn. These soldiers were giving their all

lunch. 'No, that seems like a lot of stopped, smiled, held out his hand, an for our country. | could only give them a

money for just a bag lunch. Probably said, 'l want to shake your hand.' couple o f meals.
wouldn't be worth five bucks. I'll wait till
we get to base ' His friend agreed. Quickly unfastening my seatbelt | stood [t seemed so little...

and took the Captain's hand. With a
| looked around at the other sol- booming voice he said, 'l was a soldier A veteran is someone who, at one point
diers. None were buying lunch. |1 and |was a military pilot. Once, someone in his life, wrote a blank check
walked to the back of the plane and bought me alunch. It was an act of kind- made payable to 'CANADA' for an
handed the flight attendant a fifty dollar ness | never forgot.' | was embarrassed amount 'up to and including my life.'

bill. 'Take a lunch to all those sol- when applause was heard from all of
diers.’ She grabbed my arms andt h e passengers. Thatis Honour, and there are way too
squeezed tightly. Her eyes wet with many people in this country who

tears, she thanked me. 'My son was g Later | walked to the front of the plane so no longer understand it.'
soldier in Iraq ; it's almost like you are | could stretch my legs. A man who was

doing it for him.'
Blanche Theresa Ernest Fiddler
Hales Proud Métis Veteran
Métis Veteran Of
Born in Manitoba Fort St. John, BC
March 5th, 1924 Died
Died Nanaimo, BC December 3rd, 2008

December 3rd, 2008






Interim Executive

Chairman - Walter Koenders 250-248-2556
walterbk@shaw.ca

Vice Chairman - Art Lefever 250-390-1245
lefever83@yahoo.com

Secretary —Ernest Parenteau 250-547-6525
mrsparenteau@gmail.com
Membership - Art Lefever 250-616-0602
lefever83@yahoo.com
(|*+” ] - . /
o Women'’s Rep - Barbara Hulme  250-477-6982
& $0121
barstan@shaw.ca
Interim Regional Reps.
.! ’+3II+(1I+”*I
Region 1: Art Lefever 250-616-0602
+$'1+3",+*3* lefever83@yahoo.com
Region 2: Ken Fisher 604-589-7879
kenfisher@novametisnewslink.ca
% "&+ & Region 3: Ernest Parenteau 250-547-6525
3 & ! /4 eng_on_blueacres@telus.net
&! 4"& '05
Region 4: Gordon McGregor 250-354-4332
Serving Métis Veterans of BC gordon88@telus.net

Region 5: Stan Dotchain 250-962-7856

Region 6: Arnold Anderson 250-624-2395
raveness_rose@yahoo.com

We're on the Web Region 7: Garry Martin 250-783-0769
martin@pris.ca

www.MNBC.ca

MNBC Minister responsible for Veterans
Veteran tab Lissa Smith 25BA171
Ismith@mnbc.ca
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